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bill that became law in 1984. Passage paved
the way for the broad distribution of donated
computers to our kids’ schools.

Critics questioned whether the donated
computers would ever make it out of the
boxes they came in because not every teach-
er was technologically minded. Others called
the federal tax credit a waste of money. How
wrong they were.

Steve Jobs made technology accessible the
world over by putting computers into our
classrooms, our homes, and our pockets. In
honoring his life, we must remember
naysayers’ initial doubts about whether com-
puter technology was worth federal invest-
ment. As we consider our federal deficit and
ways to shrink it, we must not become so rigid
as to fail to support innovation. Had we not
taken that risk decades ago, our educational
system, our communities and our world would
be a drastically different place.

———

TRIBUTE TO MR. GEORGE TIM-
OTHY EVANS, OF CHICAGO, ILLI-
NOIS

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 6, 2011

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize and honor the life and labor of Mr.
George Timothy Evans who made his heav-
enly transition on Sunday, October 2, 2011 at
the age of 92. For 27 years, Mr. Evans served
admirably as a Court Bailiff for the lllinois Ap-
pellate Court and the lllinois Supreme Court. A
native of Arkansas, Mr. Evans attended
Langston High School in Hot Springs, Arkan-
sas, where he played football with former llli-
nois Appellate Court Justice Glenn T. John-
son, the second African-American to serve on
the lllinois Appellate Court, sparking a close
friendship that would be rekindled when they
both ultimately moved to Chicago.

Mr. Evans met his wife of more than 60
years, Tiny Marie Evans, who preceded him in
death, at the Bethel AME Church in Malvern,
Arkansas and was united in holy matrimony
on June 2, 1942. To this union was born a
son, Timothy C. Evans, the Chief Judge of the
Circuit Court of Cook County, and the first Af-
rican-American to hold this office and a
daughter, Sandra Marie (Evans) Johnson.
They relocated to Chicago in 1957, at a time
when Arkansas was the epicenter of bitter
school integration battles, to seek better op-
portunities in the North.

Mr. Evans served faithfully as a member of
the Greater Institutional AME Church on the
south side of Chicago. He was an outstanding
and devoted servant of God, who dedicated
his life towards making a difference in the
lives of all people. Mr. Evans was a shining
example of how God can use us to help make
this world a better place.

Mr. Speaker, | am appreciative of the life
and legacy of Mr. George T. Evans and | want
to encourage his family, his sons Chief Judge
Timothy Evans and George Evans, daughter
Sandra Johnson, sister-in-law Hazel Bailey,
his grandchildren and great-grandchildren and
his many friends to always remember to look
to the hills from which comes all of their help.
| am honored to pay tribute to this dedicated
public servant and am privileged to enter
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these words into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
of the United States House of Representa-
tives.

———

HONORING DR. WILTON CORKERN

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 6, 2011

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Dr. Wilton Corkern, a good
friend, environmental steward, and community
leader who, at the end of last month, retired
after serving for 21 years as President and
CEO of the Accokeek Foundation. This week-
end Wilt will be honored by his family, friends,
and colleagues at the Foundation’s annual
Leadership Salute with its National Conserva-
tion Leadership Award.

The Accokeek Foundation, headquartered in
my district, is devoted to the interaction be-
tween people and the landscape over time.
The Foundation stewards 200 acres of the Na-
tional Park Service’s Piscataway Park, along
the Potomac River in Prince George’s and
Charles Counties. The park was established to
preserve the viewshed from George Washing-
ton’s historic Mount Vernon estate.

The Foundation’s programs include the Na-
tional Colonial Farm, a living history museum
that preserves heirloom plants, heritage
breeds of livestock, and historic buildings of
the Chesapeake Tidewater; the Ecosystem
Farm, a demonstration of sustainable agri-
culture; and a number of training programs in
organic farming, museum theatre, and related
fields. The success and continued growth of
these programs are a testament to Wilt's dedi-
cation and that of his talented staff and volun-
teers.

Mr. Speaker, Wilt's accomplishments at the
Accokeek Foundation are many and lasting.
Through the years, Wilt:

Established the modern organic Ecosystem
Farm, with its innovative new farmer training
program, and established what is now the
Center for Agricultural and Environmental
Stewardship as “a national model for re-
search, scholarship, education, and public in-
formation about sustainability in general and
sustainable agriculture in particular.”

Helped to organize and launch the Friends
of the Potomac and to secure designation of
the Potomac as one of the first “American
Heritage Rivers.”

Relocated and reconstructed the Laurel
Branch farmhouse, constructed the colonial
outkitchen, and replaced the Saylor Grove
fishing pier.

Constructed a “green” Education Center
and demonstration stewardship areas.

Installed “The View from Here: Preserva-
tion, Development, and Community in
Accokeek, Maryland” interpretive signage for
the Foundation’s fiftieth anniversary.

Secured Standards of Excellence certifi-
cation from the Maryland Association of Non-
profits.

Reenergized the Foundation’s land con-
servation initiative to focus on the Mount
Vernon viewshed, preservation of working
landscapes, and stewardship of easements.

Launched the Foundation’s Piscataway Cul-
tural Landscape Initiative, an effort to trans-
form the concept of “indigenous cultural land-
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scape” into a concrete interpretive experience
for the public.

Wilt has made a real and enduring impact
on our community—helping us improve our
appreciation of the environment, recognize our
role in preserving it, and understanding and
experiencing our shared heritage as Ameri-
cans. On a personal note, | have greatly ap-
preciated his friendship and counsel over the
years. | wish him the best in his retirement
and ask all of my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating him on a job well done.

———

COMMENDING MSGT. TODD
EIPPERLE

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 6, 2011

Mr. BRALEY of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Master Sergeant Todd Eipperle
of Marshalltown, IA. On September 20, 2011,
MSgt. Eipperle received the Bronze Star from
the Army for his actions in July 2011 which
are credited with saving the lives of members
of his team following an attack from a rogue
security officer from the Afghan National Di-
rectorate of Security. A proud member of the
lowa National Guard, MSgt. Eipperle was pre-
viously awarded the Purple Heart for wounds
he received during the attack. MSgt. Eipperle
exemplifies the best of our lowa Guardsmen
and the good work they did during their recent
deployment to Afghanistan.

In July of this year, only a week before he
was scheduled to return home with the 2,800
other lowa Guardsmen he’d deployed with,
MSgt. Eipperle was wounded in the process of
engaging a rogue Afghan security officer who
had shot and killed two of his comrades, fel-
low Guardsman Sgt. 1st Class Terryl Pasker
of Cedar Rapids, |IA and retired Connecticut
State Trooper Paul Protzenko of Enfield, CT.
Passing through a checkpoint in Panjshir prov-
ince, the rogue Afghan officer unexpectedly
fired at the lowa Guardsmen. MSgt. Eipperle’s
quick action in engaging the attacker, despite
gunshot wounds to his own hip and shoulder,
is credited with saving a number of his col-
leagues and his own life.

MSgt. Eipperle is home once again, having
received the Bronze Star in Marshalltown be-
fore members of his community, and being
honored with a parade and town proclamation
in his honor on September 20. While he’s left
the war, MSgt. Eipperle is still on active duty,
recovering from the wounds he sustained in
July. | commend MSgt. Eipperle on his her-
oism, for a job well done on deployment, and
wish him well on his recovery.

———

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF MRS.
FRANCES REEVES JOLLIVETTE
CHAMBERS AND RECOGNIZING
HER CONTRIBUTIONS TO MIAMI'S
AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 6, 2011

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to celebrate the life of Mrs. Frances
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Reeves Jollivette Chambers, a great educator,
historian, and civil rights activist in Miami's Af-
rican American community. Fran passed away
at the age of 89 after a lengthy struggle with
Alzheimer’s disease. My thoughts and prayers
go out to her family and friends at this most
difficult time. She is survived by her daugh-
ters, Regina Jollivette Frazier and Cleo
Leontine Jollivette; son, Cyrus M. Jollivette;
her brother, Garth C. Reeves; four grand-
children; and three great-grandchildren. Trag-
ically, Fran lost her first husband, Cyrus M.
Jollivette, Sr., to a storm in January 1960. In
July 1963, she married James R. Chambers,
who passed away in June 2000.

Fran was born on November 13, 1921, in
Overtown, Miami’s historic African American
neighborhood. She was the sixth of five sur-
viving children born to the late Henry E.S.
Reeves and Rachel Jane Cooper Reeves,
who had emigrated from Nassau, Bahamas to
Miami in April 1919 and founded The Miami
Times, Florida’s oldest Black newspaper. Fran
graduated from Booker T. Washington High
School in 1938 before receiving a Bachelor of
Arts degree summa cum laude from Bennett
College in 1942 and a Master of Arts degree
from New York University in 1959. In addition,
she later studied at the University of Miami,
University of Florida, Florida Agricultural and
Mechanical (A&M) University, Florida Atlantic
University, and Barry University, earning more
graduate credits than required for her doc-
torate.

Fran was a true educator. For more than 37
years, she taught and guided students at Dun-
bar Elementary School, Miami Jackson Senior
High School, Continuing Opportunities for Pur-
poseful Education (COPE) Center North, and
Holmes Elementary School as a teacher,
reading specialist, counselor, and principal.
During this time, Fran also dedicated her time
and energy to numerous causes as a volun-
teer for the March of Dimes and the American
Heart Association, JESCA board chair, a
board member of Senior Centers of Dade
County, and a member of the American Asso-
ciation of University Women. In the 1970s and
1980s, she was a member of the Florida State
Board of Optometry and the League of
Women Voters.

After retiring from the Dade County Public
Schools in July 1979, Fran continued giving
back to her community and traveled the world,
visiting over 50 countries and six continents.
She was a lifelong member of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority and the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP),
a platinum member of The Links, Inc., and a
charter member and past president of the
MRS Club, a six-decades-old group of friends.
Fran was also a member of the Daughters of
the King at Incarnation Episcopal Church.

Almost 30 years ago, Fran first dreamed of
publishing a book that would preserve and
share the history of Miami’'s Black pioneers.
Her vision was realized in Linkages and Leg-
acies, a 120-page, hardbound coffee table
book chronicling the works, deeds, and experi-
ences of Miami’s Black pioneers. Published in
March 2010 by The Links, Inc., Greater Miami
Chapter, through the non-profit Linkages and
Legacies, Inc., this publication was distributed
for free as a gift to the community. Further-
more, Fran’s concept served as the inspiration
for the AT&T African American History Cal-
endar, which was created 17 vyears ago.
These important works would not have been
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possible without the efforts of individuals like
Fran, who have dedicated their lives to serving
their communities.

Mr. Speaker, | have had the privilege and
pleasure of knowing Fran and her family per-
sonally. The Miami community has lost one of
its great pioneers, and she will be dearly
missed. Thanks to Fran’s many contributions,
however, her legacy of education, compas-
sion, and love will live on for generations to
come.

IN MEMORY OF VIRGIL SCHEIDT
HON. MIKE PENCE

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 6, 2011

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, | rise with a
heavy heart to honor the tremendous life and
legacy of Virgil Scheidt from my hometown of
Columbus, Indiana.

Mr. Scheidt lived a long and blessed life full
of family, hard work, and community service.
On February 20, 1949, he married the love of
his life, Bettie. He began his career as a farm-
er, and he and Bettie owned and operated
their own farm for more than thirty years. But
as much as he loved farming, Mr. Scheidt felt
called to do more for his community, and in
1960, he was elected Bartholomew County
Treasurer. After winning re-election four years
later, he was also elected President of the As-
sociation of Indiana County Officials, and went
on to be elected as a national director of the
National County Officials in 1967.

Mr. Scheidt was elected chairman of the
Bartholomew County Republican Party in
1965, where he served for 33 years. After
serving as district chairman for several years,
he was ultimately elected chairman of the Indi-
ana State Republican Party in 1989. His in-
volvement in local, state, and national politics
spanned decades and included such honors
as serving as an elector of the Indiana Elec-
toral College in the 2000 presidential election,
and attending and serving as a delegate for
numerous national Republican conventions.

Virgil Scheidt was also an entrepreneur and
businessman. Besides his life on the farm, he
founded a real estate brokerage firm, and in
1974, was appointed to the Indiana Real Es-
tate Commission where he served as a mem-
ber for fifteen years and as its chairman from
1983 to 1985. He was named Realtor of the
Year in 1987 by the Columbus Board of Real-
tors and was awarded the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award by them in 1999.

Despite his many business and political ac-
tivities, Mr. Scheidt was still a dedicated and
active member of his community. He was a
member of the Columbus Rotary Club, Har-
rison Lake Country Club, the Columbus Area
Chamber of Commerce, and the Columbia
Club. He was also an active and lifelong mem-
ber of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Columbus.
His legacy of service was honored by three
different governors when each of them gave
him the prestigious Sagamore of the Wabash
Award, and additionally he received the Distin-
guished Hoosier Award in 1985 from Governor
Robert Orr.

While his loss will be deeply felt, we find
hope in the Good Book which tells us that “the
Lord is close to the brokenhearted.” | offer my
deepest condolences, to Mr. Scheidt’s beloved
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family: wife Bettie; sons Randy and Warren;
daughters Deborah and Christie; grandchildren
Matthew, Leslie, Travis, Zachary, Allison,
Katie, Todd, Emily, Nicholas, Olivia, and Mad-
eleine; great-grandson Harrison; as well as his
numerous nieces, nephews, and cousins. May
you find comfort in the eternal hope we find in
our faith, and encouragement that Virgil
Scheidt will be remembered and honored in
the hearts of Hoosiers for his life of service for
years to come.

———

CELEBRATING MEXICAN
INDEPENDENCE DAY

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 6, 2011

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, today, | rise to
commemorate the Bicentennial and 201st an-
niversary of Mexican Independence Day,
which occurred on September 16, 2011. As
Mexicans everywhere celebrate the historic
independence of Mexico from Spanish rule,
this momentous day is significant because it
represents a sign of justice and equality—
rights valued and protected in our great coun-
try of the United States. It also represents the
day when Mexico was able to begin its quest
for freedom for the people of that beautiful and
spirited country. Our two countries will con-
tinue to make sure that the rights of the peo-
ple come first.

Mexican Independence Day is celebrated on
the date that Father Miguel Hidalgo y Castillo,
a priest in Dolores, Guanajuato, frustrated with
Spanish rule, rang the church bell to gather
the people of the town. Hidalgo ignited a fire
among the listeners, requesting that the peo-
ple of Mexico join him in rising up against
Spanish rule. Just as the soldiers in the Amer-
ican Revolutionary War fought on behalf of our
country, these courageous, patriotic men
fought to gain the independence of their be-
loved Mexico. This event known today as
Grito de Delores or “Cry of Delores” is joyfully
celebrated every year on September 16 by
Mexicans all over the world. The red, white,
and green flag is proudly displayed on this day
during festivities.

El Centro Comunitario Mexicano, or as it is
popularly known, CECOMEX, is one of the
oldest active, not-for-profit organizations for
Mexican Americans in my Congressional Dis-
trict and the City of New York. Under the lead-
ership of Executive Director, Sandra Perez, it
has worked independently as a community or-
ganization in my beloved East Harlem commu-
nity, catering to the needs of our newcomers.
| want to publicly thank them for all their work.
| would also like to commend Carlos M. Sada,
Consul General of Mexico in New York for all
his hard work on behalf of Mexico. He con-
tinues to assist and protect the citizens of
Mexico while facilitating trade and extending a
cordial friendship with New York.

The model of Father Miguel Hidalgo-
Costilla’s resolve and sacrifice for independ-
ence and liberty makes him an icon for what
beleaguered peoples of the world need most
today in their leaders. His martyrdom for Mex-
ico and for the future of their republic can pro-
vide light upon all communities. Let's pay re-
spects to those courageous men who fought
on behalf of Mexico to help position the coun-
try where it is today.
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